PRAYER / WORSHIP:
Daily Scripture & Prayer Guide

Day 1: Called by God: “You did not choose me but I chose you” (John 15:16a)
Scripture (see readings over the page)

•
•

Genesis 12:1-4, The call of Abraham
John 1:35-51, The call of the first disciples
Meditation

The start of the journey is an encounter between a human being and God, between the
created and the Creator, between time and eternity.
Abraham heard the call: “Go to the land I will show you.” Like Abraham we are called
to leave that which is familiar and go to the place that God has prepared in the depths of
our hearts. Along the way, we become more and more ourselves, the people God has
wanted us to be from the beginning. And by following the call that is addressed to us,
we become a blessing for our loved ones, our neighbours, and the world.
The love of God seeks us. God became human in Jesus, in whom we encounter the gaze
of God. In our lives, as in the Gospel of John, God’s call is heard in different ways.
Touched by his love, we set out. In this encounter, we walk a path of transformation –
the bright beginning of a relationship of love that is always started anew.

Prayer

Jesus Christ, you seek us, you wish to offer us your friendship and lead us to a life that is
ever more complete. Grant us the confidence to answer your call so that we may be
transformed and become witnesses of your tenderness for the world. Amen.

Genesis 12:1-4
The Call of Abram
12 Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house
to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make
your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who
curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’
4

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years
old when he departed from Haran.

John 1:35-51
The First Disciples of Jesus
35

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk
by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you
looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you
staying?’ 39 He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they
remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who
heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his
brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). 42 He
brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be
called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
43

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 44 Now
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of
Joseph from Nazareth.’ 46 Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip
said to him, ‘Come and see.’ 47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him,
‘Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ 48 Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come
to know me?’ Jesus answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ 49 Nathanael
replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ 50 Jesus answered, ‘Do you
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than
these.’ 51 And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of
God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.’

